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A note from the president:

Our lastnewsletter was irMay. Alot has happened since
then. We had a successful summer hosting program: 5
orphans and one exchange student. We are now closir
in on winter program. | havspent67 days in Ukraine
from August 12 to October ¥8 The length of time was
due to the personal adoption of 2 boys, but | did trateel
manydifferent locations during théme | was waitindor
R20dzyYSyiad ¢KSNBE | Niss aS O
volunteersdoing workas well. 1 will do my best to tell
you all about what we have been up to.
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See our update Find us on « i
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asthey happen Facebook
Making a Difference!
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regions of Ukraine and 19 locations: orphanages,
technical schools and a hospital. We have many
programs including hosting with 53 children hosted in
the summer of 2013; We help kids with important

ocumenis legal issues, medical needs, living
“goﬁditig?é, &% te%tl‘iin'é%bgd't IfSeaand Christianity.

You can make a difference with pusee the last
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Marina’s

Kids

It has been almost 3 years since | first
visited the orphanage that pushed me to

a0FNI al NAYylQa YARA
orphanage since then, getting to know the
kids and helping them with many things
like clothing and better living facilities. This
ALINRAY3I GKS 2NLKIF Yyl 3
location #1, got closed down. No one
knows the true reason why, or what will
happen to the buildings.

What happened to all of the kids? Out of 8
residing in the orphanage that spring abou
20 were between 9 and 11" grade, those
were all graduated to technical schools.
About 10, with completed documents for
orphan status were moved to other
orphanages. The rest, about-40 were sent
back to wherever they were found from:
LI22NJ 2f R 3INJ YRLI NBY

just say it is not good. | am doing my best to

keep in touch with them, but I have lost
contact with many. | pray that they are OK
and one day as they get older and have
internet and phones they will find me, as
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many already have.

shecomg a\prye
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fixing living facilities in that location? Did it
KSfLKeé L ale &Sas f
is being used by poor children in the

oSO, like kitghen iproyeignts ang

indoor bathroom for the local elementary
school. The bathrooms and roofs for the
dorms are sealed at present. They might
fopthe elderly; of in a year
or so governmient will realize that lots of
kids in the area are unattended and will
reopen the orphanage; it has been known
to happen before in Ukraine. Worst case

scenario the land might be sold. In any casé¢

the care we showed the kids and staff was
not for nothing. Relationships were built
and we continue to guide kids to a better
future. Our work in this location opened
many doors at locations all across Ukraine
and is enabling us to reach out to many
other kids. We, continuing to, make limited
tmprdf¥ntetdiin sﬁrﬁefliﬂinlj Adfregat X
other locations since there are desperate
needs. We continue to make these
decisions with caution, however in Ukraine
there are no guarantees about the longevity
of a location.

> e i@ rbw @ f Uidabe, Kb A

Rinstédd bof brphanages. The foster system

government wants to move to foster care

will take time to be set up, but little by little
orphanages are already closing down. WHi
our work with orphanages my change as a
result of the reforms our work with
disadvantaged children will continue. Our
goal is to follow the kids wherever they go,
help with documentations for those who arg
missing it, so the kids can get medical and
financial assistance from the government;
we continue to build relationships and guide
them as they become upper teenagers, hel
them to be productive and happy adults,
and look for other institutions, such as
medical clinics, that work with children
which are in need of help.

Maybe Bne day an orphanage without
orphans will actually mean that there are nc
orphans left, but for now we still have a lot
of work to do. If you wish to help, please
contact us.

www.marinaskids.org
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(:d Location #10:

We arrived just in time for
the scheduled Skypeall
for a boy who is being
adopted, this was his first
meeting with his future
family. It was great to be
able to translate their
meeting each other. We
checkedon projects:
installedtoilets and painted
a well used sand box. Of
course we checkea/hat o
needs to be done next. We |
also have delivered a TV fc
the kids to watch during
the cold winter months

Location #12we were notable to personally visit it, but got
report and pictures from our voluntedgor. We are planning to
upgrade the shower house, but when it came to actually getting a

contract with the workers, they wanted 2x the money that originally, /

discussed. So we got a boiler for now, and will work on finding
different workers and finishing the project summer 2014.

Before, breaking constantly and after many good years of
use. Custom made to be able to provide 100 kids with hot
water for showers.

Location #11:

We interviewed kids
for winter hosting

June: delivery of summer: 3§
shoes by our volunteerto
this location

N Lr4MABLE

Checked on our project : auditorium
(more in Newsletter #7 and FB)

2013/03/25

New floors: before
and after

Painted ceiling and
rewired electric:
before and after

This project
is finally
completed ,
| just do not
have all of
the pictures
yet.

Location #14: Thiswas the second time | visited this orphana
It is one of the locations kids from location #1 were transferred to. \
got socks and underclothing for all of the kids (about 90) and sever;
soccer balls and jump ropes. We are also trying to get regular volu
visits to get to know the kids. We were not allowed to take pictures

there. www.marinaskids.org
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Location #15:

During my last
visit to Ukraine.
I made 3stops
there.

All shortonesrust in passrng for an
hour or so.Thisis the second location
kids were transferred to from location
#1.We got them soccer balls, socks
and underclothing as well. We had long
talk with the director, getting to know
each other. The last time | introduced
our volunteerlgorto some of the staff.
Of course seeing the kids was the best
part, | miss them a lot. We are hoping
to have a hosting program set up from
that location for the summer 2014.

Location #17: Thistime | was finally
abletotraveltoY A NA f f Qa K2

stayed at a small church. | have been in

touch with a woman from that church
for over 4 years now, finally we met in
person. Weset up a partnership with
that church that visits an orphanage an
al N y | pipdidedfriifat the kids
during the Bible study time.
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| spent some
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An Orphan iickingLife forHerild. - Sq jobless and pregnant she decided to contlnllr

Itis common for a g|r| who grew up in an | a relatlonshlp with the boy, they went to live in

orphanage to find a boy that says he loves hg@nother city where his parents were. At which

and as a resuljetspregnant. Many ofhese ., Point he started to use drugs and stealing from
pregnancie®nd up inabortion, butnot all. Thrq her the money her older brother sent her for

is Natasha and her 1 month old son Mathew: R2 OU2NEQ JA&AGEA D 2 KSY
b I I &f&wa®dhard one. But she !KA FhyAtes uKSe at AR
strived forbetter. She graduated™grade never cou,Id. Jus_} harre an avbortronv, why V_YOUICJ
and entered a trade school like many girls to & €2dz sl yu uUKAa ARAZ0OQa

 ly2eod !l X RKany pareBtsiwere bad, and
passed on their genes to me too, but | turned ol
hyéd {KS LI O1SR KSNJ o
town where she finished school, and Where hel
| brother and friends were
“ lwas introduced to her by
I one of those friends, Kirill. |
| At present she has no
- income. With help from her
I brother she is renting a on

study to be a cook. Most hate what they
study, and have no intention of working in
the kitchen when finishing school. They onI;!
study because there is nothing else and
government provides pension while in
school. Natasha on the other hand upon
graduation offered her help in a promising
establishment with potentially good income.

All of the workers in the kitchen were over
30 years old and laughed at a youngy2@r - ;5om apartmentwith a

#d Rzz ok2 al A RY & Wwdzd u kitthAn9iSis ol tRe fifth

you U5 not ike What you see, you do not floor of a five story

KIS G2 KANB YS 2NJ LJ&p%rthn%@u%lng

that time she had a job. All went well for a I Thereis no elevator and no hot water. She bath
few months, that is till she feun_d outthat . the baby and herselby heating up water on the
she was pregf‘a”t- The law is, if your I stove, does laundry by hand every day and ha
employee registers her pregnancy witha - it on a small balcony. The balcony leaks aader
clinic you may not fire her, and you must pa}l and wind get in to very old windowdatashas
her for 2 month of maternity leave. | determined to be a good mom for her baby. S
Theday Natasha found out that she was . gets food and othethings fromher friends. On
expecting she yelled at her boyfriend and | the government assistance comes in she plan
they had a fight, he in turn got drunk and  * moye to a better neighborhood to a lover leve
went to her work to tell everyone while she | ioor | have no reservations that she will maké

went to the clinic. The next day when she  and that her child will have a lot better childho
came to work where she found out that she | than she ever did.

d
Wl ndYdnbeempioyey. friends I -MarinaJames, Septembe?013
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Get to know some of our kidsFollow up withStasic,
Katya, andNastia:

,2dz YAIKG NBYSYOoSNJI
forStasi¢ ® LF &2dz KI @S
find it on our website (publicationtab).
Here is what is happening with them now:

KOIVaK . (September 26, 2013
GL Ol Y HHIi Bwal the Msﬁgﬂ got on myi

phone last week forniKolyaK.

Kolyahas been in a cast from the waist down for the last 2
month following a very serious surgery. His leg bone where it
entered the hip was rotting. That caused lots of pain, and if we §
did not take care of it, within a short period of time he would
have lost his leg. For over a year our volunteers tdok/ato
specialists and hospitals to figure out why he was limping and
pain. Weruled outcancer and found several other things wrong
with his health that we had to deal with before surgery could
take place. During the last few months he has been in a
rehabilitation hospital. He will be living, doing school, and
getting better there for the next 2 years. The day the cast camg
off he was so happy, that is for about an hour. He called to tell
YSy a¢kKSe FNB FAylrLfte GF{1Ay3
b2G 'y K2dzNJ £ GSNJ I y23KSN) Ol
AA0H L KI @S &adGN)ry3sS ot 01 KI
L RAR Y& o6Sad G2 OFftY KAYYE
to normal, and even better. You have not moved your legs in 2§
month following a big surgery. Why do you think you will be in
0KS K2aLWhAidlt FT2NIw &8SFENAK Li
That made things wors&olyad (i  NIiSR (G2 ONEY§
be able to walk for TWO years??? | thought that | will just be
here so that | would not have to go back to the orphanage! |
wish you never did the surgery, so much money, so many
people helping, and for what? So that | could not walk for 2
yearK H €

Stasids in a good foster family, he is
growing well, and is very loved and
happy. We were able to visit him thi
summer. His 2 sisters are in another
foster family. They are adjusting and
growing well too. Both are now
walking and talking. If you remembe
there was a time when we thought
4hgt Katya was not going to make it
all, and then if she did, there was a
h swelling in her brain that was a
possible problem in her health and
development. Well the swelling is
gone, and even though it took her til
her 1stbirthday to start sitting up, she
is catching up to where she should 1
in a development for her age.

Just3 days later when | came to visit him in his
room | found am empty bed! The nurse told me
that he was put on crutches. | went to the
physical therapy room, nkiolyd | went through
hallways asking everyone | passed by if they had
seen a&Kolya | was told to go to the room he

used to be in before the surgery, where he still
had friends. Sure enough, he was there, a long
walk from his room, first day on crutches,
showered and happy waéolyd

3Y2NB RIF&a fI 0SSN I GSEG 2y Yeé LK2ySY aL [OFy
Nextweekkolyag Af £ 068 (NI @St Ay3 (2 YKIN]lI20Qa K2laLAGFEsY 6KSNB (GKS, adzNESNE 41 & 2yS

follow up appointment with the doctor. He still has a long road ahead, but we are over the SaShaThe bone tuberculosis that crippled his baCk IS nOt fU")

harder part. L ) one. As a matter of fact he has gatten a lot worse in the last| |
ttStas O2yaARSN) adalR2NLIAy3 at NKylQa YARY gNBMA hhRAALTged for I’ﬁfn% traBIMS a Spelidlis? i Kid(!

different kinds of help. Includingolyg who still has 2 years of therapy
will Keep you updated on Facebookyww.marinaskids.org 5
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@ From our volunteer, Julia

Sometime ago,Marina James the president of our organization, mother of many beautiful kids
and a wonderful woman asked me from my side to write an article about our mission trips in
PY{NFAYS FNRY al NAYylIQa YAR& ylYS:E G2 RSaONR
What is charity? We do not do things to show others that we are good, we do things to change
1AR&AQ tAFTS:E (G2 LINRBPO@S GKSY GKIG ¢S NBrfte f
We want to show everybody who wants to help that there are hundreds of ways how to help.

ForYS al NAYyl Qa4 YAR&A& NBLINB&Sy

kids that we know and are trying to helporthe last 7 years
| see hundreds of kids at the orphanages, believe me it is
possible to remember all their names. Very possible to visil§
them and do things for them. Not for money, not for
benefits. But because there must be somebody who can di
GKAY3I& T2N 2 (G&K8eMBs ndthing itngossiblé k
in our life if we really want to do good things.

- Wedo birthdays partiedor kids. With cake, fruit, candies(you will not believe but | can get so many things
for $ 100 , and that is only 10 people with $10. Not difficult and so easy to make a child happy

- Buy winter clothes and boots for kids. Now in winter they will not be wearing flip flops. (they can sometimnm
come to meet me at the bus station in winter wearing onghirt and sandals)
-28 RSO2NIGS {ARAQ NR2Ya Fid GKS LI22NJ 2NLKFYyIl 3Sak
getting bookX

- We visit sick kids at the orphanages

Inan orphanslife they see a lot. They stand so many
things in life that most of us cannot go through. We
adults cannot handle many things that they can.
Ly 2 NAigKis fyll@féhurt: from other people, kids,
relatives, bio parents and society in general.

Have you ever seen how peopleok at the orphan Weall can help. Some can help sendin

pictures, posters and candies to kids f(

child (if he or she is not very clean) when he/svedks

on the street?

| have seen many times! Many people do not care,

manylook with suspicion, many think only the worst
r about thies befcause ¢haydosk dittyhey do not

know what a huge world is inside each child.

Wework with kids who were abandoned by parents,
relatives, raped, burnt in fire or watebeaten with

sticks or other '[hlngS Some kids have HIV, some hal/eGetthgd|apervsand baby clothes

LINEOfSYd gAGK KSFNARYIXD
walk because nobody was taking care of them.

But most of the kids are being very healthy. Healthy
but very hurt by life.

6 Withinyears of work at orphanages and with each
child personally we created our big family. People
who are alwayseady to work for kids.

where kids cannot even leave the rooms.
They are mentally and physically very sic
They left all sunshine for us. After visiting
this orphanage my life looks perfect for m
- We arrange sight seeing trips for kids to

birthdays, some can help with
medicine ordiapers(only a few $ from
a few people and | can visit 2 or 3
orphanages with gifts)

I hope one day we will see many kids

the big cities. .
- Movies becoming successful people, soccer
- Picnics players, teachers, doctors, layers,

odzaiySaayvySyX

Just do not give them wrong and fast
promises, but try to support them in
the way that you can. One day at a
time!

Let them in your life and you will get
much more in return.

We have only a few weeks before
winter hosting. Help us to make
children happy during Christmas! 6

- Buying and deliverinmmedicine

Ré¥pair rdohf RofsHardsyddis S |
- Take kids for dinners
- Shopping or taking kids out for a walk.
- Visiting kids at the hospitals

- Delivering letters to kids and gifts from

their host families www.marinaskids.org
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In this location we work with orphans that have aged out of orphanages and now live
study in atechnicalschool. Therés almostno supervision and the kidsavingorphanages
are missing key knowledge to succeed in éfgd theyalso do not trust most adults. Our
program is set up to be runin 3 stages.

A Stagel: get to know kids , show them we care.

A Stage 2find local volunteers and have the kids starting to trust them as well.

With dinners and other time together.

A Stage3: rent an apartment that will be a safe place for kids td@ovhere we are now.

Sharingameal t oget h
My secondstop was after the opening of our club house. | came Witiiil to

visit the kids. We stayed at the apartment that is walking distance from the
technical school. This apartment has been rented for the purpose of being a

Pasha, one of more talented and
driven kids of the bunch. Every time |
come, | bring him something to
develop his talent, this time itis a

Chinese yo-yo. He practiced the safe comfortable place where the kids can come after school and on the
whole weekend. weekends. lhashot water, laundry machine, good kitchen, pantry filled with
I would like to advocate for this  simple food. Orphans and other kids from poor families are invited to come,
young man: Pasha has a fellowship with our volunteers. There is a set schedule of what to expect on
younger 12 yrs. old brother. certain nights. Some nigh¢se forcooking lessons, some for a movie that
Both are adoptable. Blind can be later discussed, one night a week is just for girls, one is just for boys.

adoption anyone ? These 2 boys
are wonderful. Pasha only has
one year to be found by his
forever family, or he will be a
forever orphan.

marinaskids.org

WWW.

At present there not that many kids using the club, many are shy, but Yana, our key volunteer at
that location is persistent. She has been visiting kids at the technical school regularly and we see
the results of the kids being more open with her and coming more often to the club house.

Cooking togetherA
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